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Introduction 
This guide outlines all the Montana English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards for grades K-12, including the strands in each grade level 

for 

●​ Reading 

○​ Foundational 

○​ Vocabulary 

○​ Fluency 

○​ Comprehension 

●​ Writing 

●​ Research and Inquiry 

●​ Speaking and Listening 

 

Adopted in 2025, the standards provide a framework for literacy in English Language Arts, with revisions to the standards focusing on the goals of 

improving clarity; incorporating current research on the science of reading; reflecting more meaningful IEFA integration; and providing literacy 

practices to identify broad practices and purposes for which students can apply their literacy skills across contexts. The standards reflect the 

constitutional mandate that all educators must provide instruction including the distinct and unique heritage and contemporary contributions of 

American Indians in a culturally responsive manner (See IEFA; MCA 20-1-501 Article X; resources; and materials).  

 

The standards are organized beginning with the literacy practices, progressing through grades K-12, and concluding with a glossary of terms. Each 

literacy practice and grade-level standard includes the Montana coding in the left-hand column and the language of the standard on the right. The 

standards use individual grade levels in kindergarten through grade 8. This view of expectations across grade levels provides a tool for teachers to 

personalize the learning for their students by providing the broader context of a learning progression for students. For grades 9-12, the standards are 

categorized in two-year bands to allow schools and districts flexibility in high school course design.  

 

For additional information and guidance on Montana’s English Language Arts and Literacy Content Standards, guidance documents will be made 

available on The Office of Public Instruction’s ELA website, beginning with a K-12 document and then progressing through grade-level specific 

documents.  
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Literacy Practices 

MT.LP.1 
Literacy practice standard 1 is to practice broad literacy engagement. Literate students routinely read a broad range of 

literary and informational texts for a variety of purposes 

MT.LP.2 
Literacy practice standard 2 is to practice collaboration. Literate students collaborate with others using active 

communication skills. 

MT.LP.3 
Literacy practice standard 3 is to practice creativity. Literate students engage creatively to express their thoughts, deepen 

their understanding, and make connections. 

MT.LP.4 
Literacy practice standard 4 is to practice critical thinking. Literate students analyze, reason, problem solve, and make 

decisions. 

MT.LP.5 
Literacy practice standard 5 is to practice cultural considerations. Literate students acknowledge and respect diverse 

cultural perspectives, including those of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.LP.6 

Literacy practice standard 6 is to practice effective communication. Literate students routinely express their ideas through 

speaking and writing coherently in a broad range of literary and informational genres. 

MT.LP.7 
Literacy practice standard 7 is to practice strategic technology use. Literate students effectively and responsibly use 

technology to access and evaluate information to express ideas. 

MT.LP.8 

Literacy practice standard 8 is to practice student agency. Literate students take an active role in their learning, using 

guidance and feedback to connect their skills and knowledge to practical applications, college readiness, and career 

development. 
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Kindergarten English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 
MT.K.RFO.1 Understand Print Concepts by: 

MT.K.RFO.1.a following words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page; 

MT.K.RFO.1.b recognizing the distinguishing features of a sentence; 

MT.K.RFO.1.c locating essential text features of a book. 

MT.K.RFO.2 Understand Phonemic Awareness by: 

MT.K.RFO.2.a identifying initial, final, and medial phoneme in consonant-vowel-consonant CVC words with automaticity; 

MT.K.RFO.2.b orally blending phonemes in CVC words with automaticity; 

MT.K.RFO.2.c orally segmenting phonemes in CVC words with automaticity. 

MT.K.RFO.3 Demonstrate Decoding Skills by: 

MT.K.RFO.3.a naming and producing the most common sounds for all consonants; 

MT.K.RFO.3.b 
demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between consonant graphemes and their most commonly 

occurring phonemes; 

MT.K.RFO.3.c demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between vowel graphemes and short vowel phonemes; 

MT.K.RFO.3.d 
decoding words using one-to-one phoneme-grapheme correspondences in vowel-consontant .VC and CVC words with 

accuracy; 

MT.K.RFO.3.e reading decodable texts accurately. 

MT.K.RFO.4 Demonstrate Encoding Skills by: 

MT.K.RFO.4.a encoding words using one-to-one phoneme-grapheme correspondences in VC and CVC words with accuracy; 

MT.K.RFO.4.b printing upper and lowercase letters. 
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Reading - Vocabulary 
MT.K.RV.1 Use word learning strategies to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

MT.K.RV.2 Develop and apply expanding word knowledge through shared reading and classroom conversation. 

MT.K.RV.3 
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text, including those with cultural 

significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.K.RFL.1 Read common high-frequency words with accuracy and automaticity. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.K.RC.1 
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in text read aloud and presented through other 

media, including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.K.RC.2 Retell a familiar story. 

MT.K.RC.3 
With prompting and support, participate in discussions about the central idea and key details in a text, including those by 

and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.K.RC.4 
During or after a shared reading or listening experience, identify elements within stories and describe connections 

between events or ideas in informational text. 

MT.K.RC.5 Identify whether a text is telling a story or sharing information. 

MT.K.RC.6 
Identify who is telling the story at various points in shared reading of literary text, including texts by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 
MT.K.W.1 State a personal opinion orally, visually, or in written form. 

MT.K.W.2 
Make an informative statement about a topic and offer one or two details about the topic, orally, visually, or in written 

form. 

MT.K.W.3 Tell a story with a beginning, middle, and end, orally, visually, or in written form. 
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MT.K.W.4 In a shared setting, develop and strengthen writing by using a process including planning and drafting. 

MT.K.W.5 With prompting and support, form and expand simple sentences orally and in writing. 

MT.K.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.K.RI.1 With guidance, participate in shared research and writing projects, finding at least one topic to learn more about. 

MT.K.RI.2 With guidance, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources on a topic. 

MT.K.RI.3 
With guidance, participate in shared research, using grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 

including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.K.SL.1 
Participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety of partners; speak clearly; and practice taking turns and 

listen to others. 

MT.K.SL.2 Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar when speaking. 
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Grade 1 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 
MT.1.RFO.1 Understand Phonemic Awareness by: 

MT.1.RFO.1.a distinguishing long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words; 

MT.1.RFO.1.b orally blending phonemes in complex single-syllable words; 

MT.1.RFO.1.c orally segmenting phonemes in complex single-syllable words. 

MT.1.RFO.2 Demonstrate Decoding Skills by: 

MT.1.RFO.2.a 
demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between consonant digraph and trigraph graphemes and 

their most commonly occurring phonemes; 

MT.1.RFO.2.b 
demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between common vowel graphemes and long vowel 

phonemes; 

MT.1.RFO.2.c 
demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between common r-controlled vowel graphemes and 

phonemes; 

MT.1.RFO.2.d decoding regularly spelled one-syllable words; 

MT.1.RFO.2.e 
decoding regularly spelled two-syllable words comprised of closed syllables following basic patterns, by breaking the 

words into syllables; 

MT.1.RFO.2.f decoding words with inflectional endings; and 

MT.1.RFO.2.g reading decodable texts accurately and with automaticity; 

MT.1.RFO.3 Demonstrate Encoding Skills by: 

MT.1.RFO.3.a encoding one-syllable words that follow regular spelling patterns; 

MT.1.RFO.3.b encoding two-syllable words comprised of closed syllables that follow regular spelling patterns; 
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MT.1.RFO.3.c 
encoding words with inflectional endings, focusing on words that retain their root spelling when an inflectional ending is 

added; and 

MT.1.RFO.3.d printing upper and lowercase letters with automaticity. 

Reading - Vocabulary 
MT.1.RV.1 Use word learning strategies to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

MT.1.RV.2 Develop and apply expanding word knowledge through shared reading and classroom conversation. 

MT.1.RV.3 
Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text, including those with 

cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.1.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and expression to support comprehension. 

MT.1.RFL.2 Read common high-frequency words with accuracy and automaticity. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.1.RC.1 
Ask and answer questions about key details in text read aloud and presented through other media, including texts by and 

about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.1.RC.2 Retell a story. 

MT.1.RC.3 
Participate in discussions about the central ideas and key details in a text, including those by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.1.RC.4 
During or after a shared reading or listening experience, describe elements within stories and connections between 

events or ideas in informational text. 

MT.1.RC.5 Identify basic text features and explain the differences between text that tell stories and texts that provide information. 

MT.1.RC.6 Identify character point of view in shared reading stories, including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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Writing 
MT.1.W.1 Write an opinion piece providing one or more supporting reasons. 

MT.1.W.2 Write an informative statement that introduces a topic and includes one or more facts about the topic. 

MT.1.W.3 
Write a narrative that introduces a clear beginning, middle, and end, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and 

feelings. 

MT.1.W.4 Develop and strengthen writing by using a process including planning, drafting, and implementing feedback. 

MT.1.W.5 With prompting and support, form and expand simple sentences orally and in writing. 

MT.1.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.1.RI.1 Participate in shared research and writing projects, finding at least one topic to learn more about. 

MT.1.RI.2 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources on a topic. 

MT.1.RI.3 
With guidance, participate in shared research, using grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 

including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 
MT.1.SL.1 Participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety of partners; practice taking turns and listening to others. 

MT.1.SL.2 Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar when speaking. 
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Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 
MT.2.RF.1 Demonstrate Decoding Skills by: 

MT.2.RF.1.a demonstrating knowledge of phoneme-grapheme relationships between all complex vowel phonemes and graphemes; 

MT.2.RF.1.b 
decoding two-syllable words comprised of different syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns by breaking the 

words into syllables; 

MT.2.RF.1.c decoding words with common prefixes and suffixes. 

MT.2.RF.2 Demonstrate Encoding Skills by: 

MT.2.RF.2.a encoding one-syllable words with all phoneme-grapheme patterns; 

MT.2.RF.2.b encoding two-syllable words comprised of different syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns; 

MT.2.RF.2.c 
encoding words with common prefixes and suffixes, including words that require a spelling change to the root when 

adding an inflectional ending. 

MT.2.RF.2.d printing upper and lowercase letters with automaticity and accuracy, including the introduction of cursive. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.2.RV.1 
Use word learning strategies, including knowledge of morphemes, to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

MT.2.RV.2 
Develop and apply expanding word knowledge and morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 

reading, and classroom conversation. 

MT.2.RV.3 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text, including those with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous 

Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.2.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and expression to support comprehension. 
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MT.2.RFL.2 Read common high-frequency words with accuracy and automaticity. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.2.RC.1 
Ask and answer questions about shared text to demonstrate an understanding of key details, including texts by and about 

Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.2.RC.2 Recount a portion of a text. 

MT.2.RC.3 Determine the central ideas and key details in a text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.2.RC.4 
During or after a shared reading or listening experience, describe the connections between elements, events, or ideas 

within fiction and nonfiction texts. 

MT.2.RC.5 
Describe the basic structure and features of different types of texts; identify the sequence of information or narrative within 

a text. 

MT.2.RC.6 
Compare differences in characters' point of view in shared reading stories, including texts by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 
MT.2.W.1 Write an opinion piece, providing several supporting reasons, and include a basic introduction and conclusion. 

MT.2.W.2 
Write an informative piece that introduces a topic, includes facts about the topic, and has a basic introduction and 

conclusion. 

MT.2.W.3 
Write a narrative that introduces a clear beginning, middle, and end, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and 

feelings, and uses transition words to signal sequence. 

MT.2.W.4 Develop and strengthen writing by using a process including planning, drafting, revising, and implementing feedback. 

MT.2.W.5 Form and expand simple and compound sentences orally and in writing. 

MT.2.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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Research and Inquiry 
MT.2.RI.1 With guidance, participate in individual research and writing projects, finding at least one topic to learn more about. 

MT.2.RI.2 
Recall information from experiences; gather information from provided sources on a topic; and sort information into 

categories. 

MT.2.RI.3 
With guidance, participate in individual research, using grade-appropriate sources and diverse cultural perspectives, 

including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.2.SL.1 
Participate in structured discussions and routines with a variety of partners; consider and restate their perspectives and 

ask questions to clarify ideas. 

MT.2.SL.2 Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar when speaking. 
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Grade 3 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 
MT.3.RFO.1 Demonstrate Decoding Skills by: 

MT.3.RFO.1.a decoding two- and three-syllable words comprised of all syllable types; 

MT.3.RFO.1.b decoding two- and three-syllable words with common roots and affixes. 

MT.3.RFO.2 Demonstrate Encoding Skills by: 

MT.3.RFO.2.a encoding multisyllabic words including words with common affixes; 

MT.3.RFO.2.b encoding two-syllable words comprised of different syllable types that follow regular spelling patterns; 

MT.3.RFO.2.c 
encoding words with common prefixes and suffixes, including words that require a spelling change to the root when 

adding an inflectional ending. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.3.RV.1 
Develop and apply expanding word knowledge and morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 

reading, and classroom conversation. 

MT.3.RV.2 
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those with 

cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.3.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and expression to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.3.RC.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for the 

answers, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.3.RC.2 Paraphrase a text. 
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MT.3.RC.3 
Identify and explain a stated central idea or theme and how it is developed with key details in a text, including those by 

and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.3.RC.4 
Describe how elements within a fictional story contribute to the sequence of events; describe the sequence of events, 

steps, and or/ideas within nonfiction texts. 

MT.3.RC.5 Identify figurative language. 

MT.3.RC.6 Compare and contrast the structure and features of different types of texts. 

MT.3.RC.7 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the writer or those of the characters, including texts by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 
MT.3.W.1 Write an opinion piece including an introduction, supporting reasons, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion. 

MT.3.W.2 Write an informative piece that includes an introduction, facts, definitions, details, and a conclusion. 

MT.3.W.3 Write a narrative about real or imagined experiences or events using descriptive details, and clear sequences. 

MT.3.W.4 
Develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 

and editing. 

MT.3.W.5 Form and expand simple and compound sentences to write a paragraph. 

MT.3.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.3.RI.1 Conduct short, guided research projects that build knowledge about a topic, referencing at least one source. 

MT.3.RI.2 
Recall information from experiences; gather information from multiple sources on a topic; and organize information into 

logical categories. 
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MT.3.RI.3 

Conduct short, guided research projects, using grade-appropriate fiction and nonfiction sources from diverse cultural 

perspectives, acknowledging the role of story and oral tradition in the histories, values, and beliefs of Montana Indigenous 

Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.3.SL.1 
Engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building 

on the ideas of others. 

MT.3.SL.2 
Recount the main ideas and supporting details of a text or portion of a text read aloud or presented through a variety of 

media formats. 

MT.3.SL.3 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience. 
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Grade 4 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.4.RFO.1 
Decode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morpheme structures. 

MT.4.RFO.2 
Encode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of taught letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, 

and morpheme structures. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.4.RV.1 
Develop and apply expanding word knowledge and morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 

reading, and classroom conversation. 

MT.4.RV.2 
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those with 

cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.4.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and expression to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.4.RC.1 
Refer to specific details and examples in a text to explain what it explicitly states and to draw inferences, including those 

by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.4.RC.2 Summarize a portion of a text. 

MT.4.RC.3 
Identify and explain a stated or implied central idea or theme and how it is developed with key details in a text, including 

those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.4.RC.4 
Explain the connections between elements within a fictional story; explain the relationships between events or ideas 

within nonfiction texts. 

MT.4.RC.5 Identify and explain how figurative language contributes to the meaning of the text. 

17 



 

MT.4.RC.6 Describe how an author's structural choices and text features contribute to the overall meaning. 

MT.4.RC.7 
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different texts are written, including those by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 

MT.4.W.1 
Write opinion pieces with a clear organizational structure including an introduction, reasons supported by facts and 

details, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion. 

MT.4.W.2 
Write informative pieces with a clear organizational structure, including an introduction and conclusion, linking facts, 

definitions, and details using transition words. 

MT.4.W.3 Write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events using dialogue, descriptive details, and clear sequences. 

MT.4.W.4 
Develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 

and editing. 

MT.4.W.5 Write a paragraph using simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

MT.4.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.4.RI.1 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge of different aspects of a topic, referencing multiple relevant sources. 

MT.4.RI.2 Gather and take notes on relevant information from multiple sources; organize information into logical categories. 

MT.4.RI.3 

Conduct short research projects, using grade-appropriate fiction and nonfiction sources from diverse cultural 

perspectives, acknowledging the role of story and oral tradition in the histories, values, and beliefs of Montana Indigenous 

Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.4.SL.1 
Engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building 

on the ideas of others. 
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MT.4.SL.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented through a variety of media formats. 

MT.4.SL.3 
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner using descriptive details to support 

main ideas or themes. 
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Grade 5 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.5.RFO.1 
Decode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morpheme structures. 

MT.5.RFO.2 
Encode multisyllabic words using combined knowledge of English graphemes, syllabication patterns, and taught 

morpheme structures. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.5.RV.1 
Develop and apply expanding word knowledge and morphological awareness through shared reading, independent 

reading, and classroom conversation. 

MT.5.RV.2 
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including those with 

cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.5.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and expression to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.5.RC.1 
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text, 

including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.5.RC.2 Summarize a text. 

MT.5.RC.3 
Explain the development of a stated or implied central idea or theme over the course of a text, including those by and 

about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.5.RC.4 Use key details to compare and contrast two or more elements within a fiction or nonfiction text. 

MT.5.RC.5 Identify and explain how figurative language contributes to the meaning and tone of the text. 
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MT.5.RC.6 
Compare and contrast how text features, structures, and sequences of events or information in two or more texts 

contribute to the overall meaning. 

MT.5.RC.7 
Describe how a narrator's or author's point of view influences how events are described, including those by and about 

Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.5.RC.8 
Compare and contrast multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences, 

including in those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 

MT.5.W.1 
Write opinion pieces with a clear organizational structure including an introduction, logically ordered reasons supported by 

facts and details, linking words and phrases, and a conclusion. 

MT.5.W.2 
Write informative pieces including an introduction and conclusion, linking facts, definitions, and details using transition 

words. 

MT.5.W.3 
Write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events using dialogue, descriptive details, clear sequences, and 

transition words. 

MT.5.W.4 
Develop and strengthen writing by using a writing process including planning, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, 

and editing. 

MT.5.W.5 Write a multi-paragraph piece using simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

MT.5.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Research and Inquiry 

MT.5.RI.1 
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge of different aspects of a topic, referencing a variety of relevant and 

reliable sources. 

MT.5.RI.2 Gather and take notes on information from multiple relevant sources; organize information and provide a list of sources. 

MT.5.RI.3 
Conduct short research projects using traditional and contemporary fiction and nonfiction sources from diverse cultural 

perspectives, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

21 



 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.5.SL.1 
Engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics and texts, clearly expressing ideas and building 

on the ideas of others. 

MT.5.SL.2 Summarize a text read aloud or information presented through a variety of media formats. 

MT.5.SL.3 
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes. 
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Grade 6 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.6.RFO.1 
Decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morpheme structures. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.6.RV.1 
Infer the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in fiction and nonfiction texts, including words and phrases with 

cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.6.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and prosody to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.6.RC.1 
Cite textual evidence that supports analysis of what a text explicitly states, as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.6.RC.2 Provide an objective summary of the text. 

MT.6.RC.3 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and explain how it is conveyed through particular details, including those by 

and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.6.RC.4 Determine how elements of a text are developed and build toward a conclusion. 

MT.6.RC.5 
Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and tone, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings. 

MT.6.RC.6 Analyze how a sentence, section, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure or theme of a text. 

MT.6.RC.7 
Describe how an author's background and lived experiences affect the points of view in texts, including culturally diverse 

texts and those that represent the perspectives of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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MT.6.RC.8 
Compare and contrast texts in different genres in terms of their approaches to similar topics, including culturally diverse 

texts and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 
MT.6.W.1 Write arguments using claims supported with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

MT.6.W.2 Write informative texts on a topic that convey ideas through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

MT.6.W.3 Write narratives about real or imagined events, using narrative techniques to engage the reader. 

MT.6.W.4 
Develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, revising, editing, implementing feedback, or trying a new 

approach. 

MT.6.W.5 Write a cohesive, multi-paragraph text using a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

MT.6.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.6.RI.1 Conduct research projects that answer a question, drawing on several reliable sources. 

MT.6.RI.2 Gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; quote or summarize the information and provide a list of sources. 

MT.6.RI.3 
Analyze the relationship between primary and secondary sources by conducting short research projects using sources 

from diverse cultural perspectives, including those written by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 
MT.6.SL.1 Engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues. 

MT.6.SL.2 
Summarize and explain information presented in diverse media formats and how the format contributes to a topic, text, or 

issue. 

MT.6.SL.3 Describe a speaker's argument and specific claims, considering the speaker's perspective. 

MT.6.SL.4 Present information using reasons and evidence appropriate for the context, sequencing ideas logically. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.7.RFO.1 
Decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morpheme structures. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.7.RV.1 
Articulate the potential effect of a specific word choice on the meaning when given two word choices in a set context, 

including words with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.7.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and prosody to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.7.RC.1 
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what a text explicitly states, as well as inferences drawn 

from the text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.7.RC.2 Provide an objective summary of the text. 

MT.7.RC.3 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including those by 

and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.7.RC.4 Analyze how particular elements of a text interact throughout its development. 

MT.7.RC.5 
Determine the shades of meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical language, and their impact on meaning and tone. 

MT.7.RC.6 Analyze how a text's form or structure contributes to its meaning. 

MT.7.RC.7 
Describe how an author's background and lived experiences affect the points of view in texts, including in culturally 

diverse texts and those that represent the perspectives of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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MT.7.RC.8 
Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic present information, using culturally diverse texts from 

different genres, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 
MT.7.W.1 Write arguments that support claims and acknowledge a counterclaim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

MT.7.W.2 
Write informative texts that examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 

organization, and analysis of sufficient content. 

MT.7.W.3 Write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events, establishing a clear context and point of view. 

MT.7.W.4 
Develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, implementing feedback, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on purpose and audience. 

MT.7.W.5 Write a cohesive, multi-paragraph text using simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences. 

MT.7.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

Research and Inquiry 
MT.7.RI.1 Conduct research projects that answer self-generated questions, drawing on several reliable sources. 

MT.7.RI.2 
Gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; use effective research strategies; quote, paraphrase, and 

summarize information; provide in-text citations and a bibliography. 

MT.7.RI.3 
Conduct short research projects to identify the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition using sources from diverse 

cultural perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view, including those of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.7.SL.1 
Engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 

ideas. 

MT.7.SL.2 
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats and how the format contributes to 

a topic, text, or issue. 
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MT.7.SL.3 
Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, determining the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence; identify 

the speaker's perspective. 

MT.7.SL.4 Present information with relevant evidence in a focused, coherent manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.8.RFO.1 
Decode multisyllabic words accurately using combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morpheme structures. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.8.RV.1 
Articulate the potential effect of specific word choice on meaning when given two comparative texts on the same subject 

or event, including words and phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Reading - Fluency 
MT.8.RFL.1 Read grade-appropriate texts with sufficient accuracy, rate, and prosody to support comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.8.RC.1 
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what a text explicitly states, as well as inferences 

drawn from the text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.8.RC.2 Provide an objective summary of the text. 

MT.8.RC.3 
Analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of the text and its relationship to specific elements of 

the text, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.8.RC.4 Analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention to specific elements or features of the text. 

MT.8.RC.5 
Evaluate the impact of specific word choice, including figurative, connotative, and technical language, on meaning and 

tone. 

MT.8.RC.6 
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text affects its 

meaning. 

MT.8.RC.7 
Analyze how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text, including in culturally diverse texts and those 

by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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MT.8.RC.8 
Analyze the relationship between two or more texts that provide conflicting information or depictions of the same topic, 

using culturally diverse texts from different genres, including those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 

MT.8.W.1 
Write arguments that support claims and counterclaims with clear reasons and relevant evidence that follow a logical 

progression. 

MT.8.W.2 
Write informative texts that examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 

organization, and analysis of sufficient content. 

MT.8.W.3 
Write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events, using descriptive details, well-structured event sequences, 

and transitions to convey shifts in time or setting. 

MT.8.W.4 
Develop and strengthen the writing process by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, implementing feedback, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

MT.8.W.5 Write a cohesive multi-paragraph text appropriate to task and purpose using a variety of sentence types. 

MT.8.W.6 
Demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

Research and Inquiry 

MT.8.RI.1 
Conduct research projects that answer self-generated questions and allow for multiple avenues of exploration, drawing 

on several reliable sources. 

MT.8.RI.2 
Gather and determine the credibility of multiple sources; use effective research strategies; quote, paraphrase, and 

summarize information; provide in-text citations and a bibliography according to a standard style. 

MT.8.RI.3 
Conduct short research projects to analyze the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition when reading sources from 

diverse cultural perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view, including those of Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Speaking and Listening 

MT.8.SL.1 
Engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
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MT.8.SL.2 
Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its 

presentation. 

MT.8.SL.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the reasoning, evidence, and the speaker's perspective. 

MT.8.SL.4 
Present information with relevant evidence, emphasizing the main point in a focused, coherent manner appropriate to 

purpose, audience, and task. 
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Grades 9-10 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.9-10.RFO.1 
Decode using combined knowledge of syllabication patterns and morphology to accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic 

words in and out of context. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.9-10.RV.1 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in context, including figurative, connotative, cultural, and technical 

meanings and words and phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.9-10.RV.2 Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech. 

Reading - Fluency 

MT.9-10.RFL.1 
Read grade-appropriate text with fluency, which includes accuracy, automaticity, and prosody, to support oral and silent 

reading comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.9-10.RC.1 
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of both explicit and inferred meanings, including those by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.9-10.RC.2 Provide an objective summary of a text. 

MT.9-10.RC.3 
Analyze how a theme or central idea is developed over the course of a text and discuss how emerging details shape, 

define, or forward the theme or central idea, including texts by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.9-10.RC.4 Analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention to specific elements or features of the text. 

MT.9-10.RC.5 
Analyze the impact of specific word choice, including figurative, connotative, and technical language, on meaning and 

tone. 

MT.9-10.RC.6 Analyze how an author's choices to structure a text create specific effects and impact meaning. 

31 



 

MT.9-10.RC.7 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose and analyze how the author communicates point of view or purpose, 

including culturally diverse texts and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.9-10.RC.8 
Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work, comparing themes, topics, and 

rhetorical features where relevant, including culturally diverse texts and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 

MT.9-10.W.1 
Write arguments that support claims and counterclaims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

MT.9-10.W.2 
Write informative texts that examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 

the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

MT.9-10.W.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective narrative techniques, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

MT.9-10.W.4 
Develop and strengthen writing by planning, organizing, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, and editing to produce 

clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

MT.9-10.W.5 
Demonstrate stylistically appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

Research and Inquiry 

MT.9-10.RI.1 
Conduct research projects that answer a question or solve a problem, producing a product that demonstrates 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

MT.9-10.RI.2 
Gather and synthesize credible information from multiple sources, using the research strategies effectively; quote or 

paraphrase using in-text citations and provide a reference page according to a standard style. 

MT.9-10.RI.3 
Conduct research by analyzing sources for stereotypes, assumptions, and conflicting perspectives, including culturally 

diverse sources and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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Speaking and Listening 

MT.9-10.SL.1 
Initiate and engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building 

on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

MT.9-10.SL.2 Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of a variety of sources and identify the motives behind their presentation. 

MT.9-10.SL.3 
Analyze a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric; identify fallacies, faulty reasoning, and 

problematic evidence; consider the cultural backgrounds and lived experiences of the speaker and audience. 

MT.9-10.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence logically, in a manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
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Grades 11-12 English Language Arts and Literacy Standards 
Reading - Foundational 

MT.11-12.RFO.1 
Decode using combined knowledge of syllabication patterns and morphology to accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic 

words in and out of context. 

Reading - Vocabulary 

MT.11-12.RV.1 
Determine the inferred meaning of words and phrases, citing context, morphology, etymology, and cultural influences on 

language changes over time, including words and phrases with cultural significance to Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.11-12.RV.2 Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech. 

Reading - Fluency 

MT.11-12.RFL.1 
Read grade-appropriate text with fluency, which includes accuracy, automaticity, and prosody, to support oral and silent 

reading comprehension. 

Reading - Comprehension 

MT.11-12.RC.1 
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of both explicit and inferred meanings, including texts by and about Montana 

Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.11-12.RC.2 Provide an objective summary of a text. 

MT.11-12.RC.3 

Analyze the development of two or more themes or central ideas over the course of the text and determine how they 

interact and build on one another to produce a complex presentation, including texts by and about Montana Indigenous 

Peoples. 

MT.11-12.RC.4 Analyze the author's choices in developing a text with attention to specific elements or features of the text. 

MT.11-12.RC.5 
Analyze word choice including figurative, connotative, historical, and technical language, and its impact on meaning and 

tone. 

MT.11-12.RC.6 
Analyze how an author's choices to structure specific parts of a text contribute to a text's development, meaning, and 

effectiveness. 
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MT.11-12.RC.7 
Analyze an author's point of view or purpose and how style, content, and rhetoric contribute to the text, including those by 

and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

MT.11-12.RC.8 
Analyze foundational documents of historical and literary significance, comparing themes, topics, and rhetorical features 

where relevant, including culturally diverse texts and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 

Writing 

MT.11-12.W.1 
Write multifaceted arguments that support claims and counterclaims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

MT.11-12.W.2 
Write informative texts that examine and convey advanced ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

MT.11-12.W.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective narrative techniques, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

MT.11-12.W.4 

Develop and strengthen writing by planning, organizing, drafting, revising, implementing feedback, and editing to produce 

clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

MT.11-12.W.5 
Demonstrate stylistically appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

Research and Inquiry 

MT.11-12.RI.1 
Conduct both short and in-depth research projects that answer questions or solve problems, using multiple reliable 

sources and demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

MT.11-12.RI.2 
Gather and synthesize relevant information from multiple sources, using advanced research strategies, citing accurately 

and appropriately and providing an annotated bibliography according to a standard style. 

MT.11-12.RI.3 
Conduct research using self-generated questions by analyzing sources for bias and misinformation, including culturally 

diverse sources and those by and about Montana Indigenous Peoples. 
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Speaking and Listening 

MT.11-12.SL.1 
Initiate and engage in a range of collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on topics, texts, and issues, building 

on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

MT.11-12.SL.2 
Evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and presentation of multiple sources in a variety of formats and from multiple 

perspectives. 

MT.11-12.SL.3 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric; consider the cultural backgrounds and 

lived experiences of the speaker and audience. 

MT.11-12.SL.4 
Present a clear and distinct argument that addresses opposing perspectives using information, findings, and supporting 

evidence, in a manner appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
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Glossary of Terms 
Automaticity - the ability to read words quickly and effortlessly 

Connotative - describes implied ideas or associations beyond the denotative meaning of a word 

Decoding - the ability to apply sound-symbol relationships to read words 

Encoding - the translation of spoken word or sounds into writing, or spelling 

Etymology - the study of the origin of words and the historical development of their meaning 

Figurative - describes non-literal or metaphorical use of language 

Fluency - the ability to read a text accurately, with appropriate pace and expression; fluency includes the skills of accuracy, automaticity, and  

prosody 

Grapheme - a letter or group of letters that represents a single phoneme 

Morpheme - the smallest meaningful unit of language that cannot be further divided, including affixes, prefixes, suffixes, and roots 

Morphology - the study of morphemes and how they are combined 

Morphological awareness - the recognition, understanding, and use of morphemes that strengthens word recognition and spelling 

Phoneme - an individual sound; English is made up of 44 phonemes 

Phoneme-grapheme correspondence - the ability to match a phoneme (single sound) to a grapheme (written representation) and vice versa 

Phonemic awareness - the ability to recognize and manipulate individual phonemes in spoken language 

Phonological awareness - the ability to recognize and manipulate various sounds in spoken language, including word parts, syllables, rhymes, and  

phonemes 

Prosody - reading with appropriate expression and intonation, including pitch, tone, volume, and word emphasis 

Rhetoric - the art of effective speaking or writing 

Syllabication - the division of words into syllables 
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