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What reports are available from MAST?
Why did testlet bands change to performance levels? 
Why do testlets use 3 performance levels and
through-year (summative) reports use 4 achievement
levels? 
How should educators use performance levels?
What provides an estimate of student achievement
throughout the year?
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Testlet Reports Progress Reports Through-Year Reports

Student Testlet Report
Available weekly, Following Thursday
after assessment
Shared in Kite Parent Portal with
connected parents/guardians.

Student Performance Task
Testlet Report

Hand Scored, Two weeks after the
close of Window 2

Student Progress Report
Available at the end of
Windows 1 and 2

Student Through-Year Report
2024-2025 available October  16,
2025
2025-2026 available TBD

Classroom Testlet Report
CSV & PDF Reports
Available Weekly

Classroom Progress
Report

Available at the end of
Windows 1 and 2

Classroom Through-Year
Report

2024-2025 available October 16,
2025
2025-2026 available TBD

School Testlet Report
CSV & PDF Reports
Available after each window

School Progress Report
Available at the end of
Windows 1 and 2

School Through-Year Report
2024-2025 available October 16,
2025
2025-2026 available TBD

District Testlet Report
PDF Available after each window
CSV Available after last window 

District Progress Report
Available at the end of
Windows 1 and 2

District Through-Year Report
2024-2025 available October 16,
2025
2025-2026 available TBD



TESTLET REPORTS
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What Testlet Reports are Designed to Do
Short, targeted assessments
Timely feedback 
Identify misconceptions (math), clusters (ELA), standards, and item
performance 
Used with teacher judgement 
Uses 3 Performance Levels: Below/Near/At Proficiency

Based on the student’s estimated summative scale score from
that testlet
Uses a conservative range around the proficiency cut score to
prevent over-classification



THROUGH-YEAR REPORTS
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What Through-Year Reports are Designed to Do
Combine all testlets into a single scale score (250-400)
Used for accountability, year-to-year trends, and school/district
reporting
Provides 4 achievement levels: Novice/Partially
Proficient/Proficient/Advanced 
More precise classification because the evidence pool is much
larger



2024-2025 Reports - Performance BANDS 
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BANDS TO LEVELS

2025--2026 Reports - Performance LEVELS 



2024-2025 Bands 2025-2026 Levels

Peer comparison Standards-based

Always split into thirds 
Based on overall

proficiency
expectations

Not tied to the overall
scale score

Directly tied to
summative scale

Weak instructional
meaning 

Strong instructional
signal 

BANDS TO LEVELS 
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PERFORMANCE LEVELS
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Why Levels Started in 2025-2026
Montana’s 2025 standard-setting process established: 

Grade-level proficiency expectations
Cut scores for Novice, Partially Proficient, Proficient, Advanced

Now Testlet Reports can answer: 
“Is this student performing at, near, or below grade-level expectations

right now?” 
NOT 

“How did this student do compared to other students?”



TESTLET SCORING
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Why Students Can Miss Different Numbers of Questions and
Still Be in the Same Level?

Testlets vary in difficulty, and levels are based on scale scores,
not percent correct.
Harder testlets allow students to miss more items and still show
proficiency-level performance.
Easier testlets may require more correct answers to reach the
same level.
The system uses an estimated summative scale score to interpret
the testlet, which adjusts for difficulty.
This ensures that a level means the same thing across all testlets,
even though the testlets differ.



TESTLET SCORING
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Why are some student performances categorized in Level 2 if
they only missed one question?

Performance levels are not based solely on percent correct or
the number of questions answered correctly.
They are also based on the difficulty of the questions being
asked and the number of questions.
Testlets vary in difficulty and a student may reach Level 3 with
fewer correct answers on a difficult test, while on an easier
testlet, it may take more correct answers to indicate a
performance consistent with proficiency requirements.



TESTLET USE
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Student Level
Identify misconceptions
Guide small-group or individual support
Pair results with classroom observations



TESTLET USE
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Remember: items vary in difficulty and contribute differently to the
performance level for each testlet



TESTLET USE
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Classroom Level
Spot patterns in standards or clusters
Adjust instruction and pacing
Support PLC discussions



TESTLET USE
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School Level
Identify grade-level trends
Plan professional learning and MTSS supports
Strengthen curricular alignment



TESTLET USE
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District Level
Monitor systemwide strengths and needs
Align resources and PD
Set improvement priorities



PROGRESS REPORTS
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MAST Progress Reports: 
Bridging Testlet and Through-Year Reporting

Provide a cumulative snapshot of student learning as testlets are
completed, showing progress over time.
Translate multiple testlet results into four progress levels by grouping
cumulative performance ranges relative to grade-level expectations.
Highlight whether students are Below, Near, Meeting, or Exceeding
Proficiency, helping educators identify strengths and target areas for
support before the end of the year.
Show trends and early signals of student learning that connect
granular testlet data to the summative through-year perspective.
Enable timely instructional decisions and interventions, bridging the
gap between individual testlet performance and final proficiency
outcomes.



In-Year Growth/Progress Reports
After a certain number of testlets, student results can build
into a progress report that shows Estimated  Achievement
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PROGRESS REPORTS



Updated Estimate after Window 2 
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PROGRESS REPORTS



MAST Portal
Performance Level FAQ
Student-Level Score Report Interpretive Guide
Classroom-Level Score Report Interpretive Guide
School Testlet Report Interpretive Guide
District Testlet Report Interpretive Guide
Accessing and Utilizing MAST Score Reports
Focused Support VIDEO and Presentation Slides
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RESOURCES

https://newmeridiancorp.org/montana-aligned-to-standards-through-year-program-portal/
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=6ilBqFYVI28%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=2uvHF8t0kSc%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Gv_hCF9FKz4%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=KpOSnZ4A5ag%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=lqU4YGVZr20%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=0P8xh9iPigg%3d&portalid=182
https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=G12IUM0yEwg%3d&portalid=182


OPI Assessment Help Desk 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov

844.867.2569

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS

