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OPI SCHOOL FINANCE
 Tasked with the project of data collection and 
reconciliation of the 33 & 22 (55) mills and 3 
countywide funds 
Reported on the County Treasurer’s Report of 
Countywide School Funds County Data – FP6b.  
 20-9-331, 333, 335, MCA

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY TREASURERS SEPTEMBER 2022



COUNTY TREASURERS
The job of the County Treasurer is a very important one

County Treasurer's Statement Of Cash Balances And Bond Information

20-9-121. County treasurer's statement of cash balances and bond information. (1) By
July 20, the county treasurer shall prepare a statement for each district showing the amount of
cash on hand for each fund maintained by the district at the close of the last-completed school
fiscal year. The county treasurer shall also include on each district's statement the details on the
obligation for bond retirement and interest for the school fiscal year just beginning. The format of
the statement on fund cash balances and bond information must be prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(2) By July 20, the county treasurer shall prepare a statement for each county school fund
supported by countywide levies, showing the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the
school fiscal year, the receipts and apportionments, and the amount of cash on hand at the end
of the school fiscal year, for each county school fund maintained during the immediately
preceding school fiscal year. The format of this statement must be prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(3) By July 20, the county treasurer shall deliver the statements of district and county fund cash
balances and the bond information for each district to the county superintendent, who shall
forward the information to each district.
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OPI ROLE

To verify: 
1. collection of the statutorily mandated revenue 
sources, 
2. the disbursements of those revenues, and 
3. verification to the County Collection Reporting 
(CCR) system of DOR. 

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY TREASURERS SEPTEMBER 2022



FORM FP6b - LOCATION

County Treasurer’s Report of Countywide 
School Funds County Data – FP6b

OPI> School Finance> County> County Forms

NOTE: the Timeline for County forms, the Cash Balances for Districts FP6a and the Form FP6b are 
located here. 
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-County
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IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER

OPI will only accept the FP6b report in the format provided. 
This means an excel worksheet, pdf is not accepted
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COUNTY TREASURER’S REPORT OF COUNTYWIDE 
SCHOOL FUNDS COUNTY DATA – FP6b

Version 1 is preferred allows counties to report 
and reconcile monthly.  

Version 2 of the FP6b is also accepted.
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CCR 
Data



FORM FP6b - YEAR END TOTALS
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FORM 
FP6b –

SUMMARY 
PAGE 
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DISBURSEMENTS

•Line 220 - Paid to Schools for Funds 7820,7830 & 7840. 
•This is only for the countywide funds. 
•Report only what was disbursed to schools by June 30. 
Do not include what is due to schools but not paid. 
•Counties report Due to Other Governments for timing 
differences in June / July disbursements. 
•Due to Other Governments are not reported on the FP6b.  
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COUNTY COLLECTION REPORT (CCR) 
with DOR

Any County that makes edits to the PY CCR 
reporting information after submitting the 
FP6b…
 please notify OPI, we will use the final data 
in our calculation for Equalization. 
Let us know the details of the CCR change. 
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FORM FP10A
•The County Superintendents’ worksheet for 
mill calculations (FP10a) 
•Prior Year fund balances can be reserved as 
Current Year obligations to schools. 
•This obligation is recognized on the mill 
calculation worksheet (FP10a) not the FP6b 
report.
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WHAT IS EQUALIZATION? 

COUNTYWIDE EQUALIZATION

STATEWIDEEQUALIZATION
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EQUALIZATION – §20-9 PART 3, MCA

20-9-331. Basic county tax for Elementary equalization and other 
revenue for county equalization of elementary BASE funding 
program is the annual basic county tax of 33 mills on the dollar of the 
taxable value of all taxable property within the county, with some 
exceptions for the purposes of elementary equalization and state 
BASE funding program support. The revenue collected from this levy 
must be apportioned to the support of the elementary BASE funding 
programs of the school districts in the county and to the state general 
fund. (paraphrased) 
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EQUALIZATION – §20-9 PART 3, MCA

20-9-333. Basic county tax for High School equalization and other 
revenue for county equalization of High School BASE funding 
program is the annual basic county tax of 22 mills on the dollar of the 
taxable value of all taxable property within the county, with some 
exceptions for the purposes of high school equalization and state 
BASE funding program support. The revenue collected from this levy 
must be apportioned to the support of the high school BASE funding 
programs of the school districts in the county and to the state general 
fund. (paraphrased) 

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY TREASURERS SEPTEMBER 2022



EQUALIZATION
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STATEWIDE EQUALIZATION
For K-12 funding, it is the result of the 55 mill collections 
on a statewide basis when compared to the state 
entitlement for Direct State Aid (DSA) funding.
The OPI calculates the statewide equalization ratio - approximately 35%
For every DSA dollar the State paid to the Counties, the Counties' 
collection for the levied 55 mills is approximately 35% of the need.  
The State's share (OPI) is the difference between what is paid for DSA 
and what was collected through county taxes.

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY TREASURERS SEPTEMBER 2022



EXAMPLE

Statewide ratio of .35 cents means that .35 
cents is collected through property taxes 
for the 55 mills for every dollar mandated 
for Direct State Aid funding of school 
districts in all counties.
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Direct State Aid (DSA) listed on the 
equalization report won’t necessarily match 
the county’s disbursement records for DSA 
(01-3110) 
the laws for equalization have exceptions for 
joint counties / joint districts.  
The Direct State Aid used in Equalization 
is calculated without regard to joint 
counties (or boundaries) per statute.
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FACT

Montana had 11 counties in FY2022 that collected 100% 
or more of the amount of DSA paid to the school districts 
of Montana.  
This is in contrast to: Another county may only collect .13 
cents for every DSA dollar paid from OPI to districts in 
Montana from the 55 mill collections 
Statewide Equalization for FY2022 was approximately .35
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LETTER TO THE TREASURERS

In the Fall - The OPI will complete the statewide FP6b 
reconciliations and calculate the FY2023 Equalization. 
Next, the OPI will send an email notifying Treasurers 
the information has been posted to the County website
At this point, the information will be available for 
review and comment.  Only material corrections can be 
considered.
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-County#10517511762-county-forms


OPI School-Finance

County Form Timeline

Form FP6a COUNTY TREASURER'S STATEMENT TO 

THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

DISTRICT DATA – Due July 20th

NOTE: County Treasurer Statement – Form FP6a - is not submitted to OPI
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/FY%202022/County%20Forms%20Information.pdf?ver=2022-03-16-130134-430
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/FY%202022/County%20Treasurer%20Statement%20-%20FP6a.pdf?ver=2022-03-16-130134-447


Forms FP8a and FP8b used by the County 

Superintendents - many may have dual roles

Equalization Reports 

Other County Forms and Reports - the flow chart for 

the flow of county and district data
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https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/FY%202022/Joint%20District%20Basic%20Data%20FP8a.pdf?ver=2022-03-16-130134-617
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/FY%202022/Joint%20District%20Tax%20Levy%20Summary-FP-8b.pdf?ver=2022-03-16-130134-430
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-County#10517511763-equalization-reports
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-County#10517511762-county-forms
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CLOSING
Email School Finance at 

OPI@SchoolFinance@mt.gov

Barbara Quinn

School Finance Senior Manager

406-444-3249

Becky Belling

Budget Analyst

406-444-2561
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ANNUAL TREASURER’S 
CONVENTION 

September 2022

Thank you for all you do!
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