
READ BEFORE STARTING
1. This presentation is intended as a time line, a process explanation, as well as guidance for staff and  interested field members

2. The target audience(s) for this presentation is: OPI staff, other agency staff, county staff, school district staff, and other concerned organizations

3. The tabs across the top edge are color coded along with colored arrows & other highlights correspond to the intended audience. 

Title Sub-Parts Timeline District County OPI Programming Statute Notes Collected Data

1. Subsidy per Mill Calculation

Note that a series of titles will be collected in the "Collected Data" column for explanation of use further down in the presentation

1. Subsidy per Mill Calculation



Title Sub-Parts Timeline District County OPI Programming Statute Notes Collected Data
START

1. Subsidy per Mill Calculation Timeline OPI Notes
DOR TV December 1 OPI to enter data to the MAEFAIRS System 20-9-369(3), MCA

The department of revenue (DOR) shall provide the superintendent of public instruction by December 1 of each year a final 
determination of the taxable value of property within each school district and county of the state reported to the 
department of revenue based on information delivered to the county clerk and recorder as required in 15-10-305

December to March 
20-9-367, MCA

PY BASE Levy Area PY = Prior Year, BASE levy area is equal to 35.3% of the PER-ANB and Basic Entitlements and 
40% of the Special Education Allowable Cost Payment split by Elementary & HS portions.
This BASE area is then totaled (rolled up) by county including consideration of joint districts. 

RE: K12 District C. Below

Programming
Example for Elementary:

1. Co Subsidy per Mill

*Per-ANB & Basic rates in 20-9-306, MCA & can be calculated separately for EL & HS Levels
   SPED Allowable Cost Payment for IBG & RSBG can be calculated by level based on budget unit. 
   Disproportionate cost is separated based on the ratio of ANB in the Elem & HS level

Notes

Where can a district or county review this:
OPI School Finance Asset Manager

The following is a screenshot of the lower portion of page two of any Preliminary Budget Data Sheet (PBDS) with suggested early markup changes

Notes
Comments to the left are copied from 
a separate and different job request,
and do NOT refer to any part of this presentation

2. Collection Of the FP_6b Data Timeline County 20-9-121 & 20-9-134, MCA Notes
Reporting of FP_6b FYE OPI  Location of FP_6b Fillable Form for County Use

Update Forms County
This step is discussed because of the Year End 
Fund Balance used in a further step

Completion and submission as close to the end of the FY as possible to determine an accurate Year End Fund Balance (FYE)

956



This is a picture of the excel available on the website and will be adjusted with the two new county GF BASE funds

Elem Gen Fund HS Gen Fund
BASE  BASE

The picture below is from the OPI County data base where the excel data provided to the OPI is first reviewed and then entered here. 

HS GF BASE EL GF BASE

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB

Timeline County OPI 20-9-151, MCA Notes
3. County Exchange of  FP_8a August County to Complete Update form Joint District Basic Data FP8a
County Exchange of  FP_8b Data August County to Complete Update form Joint District Tax Levy Summary FP-8b

This is a segment from the FP_8a

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint

Timeline District County OPI 15-10-202, MCA Notes
4. Assessor TV First Monday in August Form AB-72T

Assessor Taxable Values are released to districts counties and the OPI. OPI enters these to the MAEFAIRS system separate from districts
Districts also separately enter the TV to the MAEFAIRS system providing a certain level of  verification
Couties should be aware and review this same TV for mills determination
This is the TV that is used for determining mills for both district & county funds (One mill is equal to Taxable Valuation X 0.001)
Below is a picture of the first four lines on the Assessor AB-72T form

Timeline District Notes
3rd week of July The following are a few MAEFAIRS screens focused on

Sept 15th data needed to calculate the requirements of HB 156

Districts enter the TV from the AB-72T form 
Joint District enter ANB from the county signed and approved  FP_8a form



1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV

Timeline District
5. MAEFAIRS Data Collection 3rd week of July

Sept 15th

Districts enter board approved budgets & Non-Levy Revenues used to support the budget along with the 
Unreserved fund balance (UFBR). which flows across from the TFS side of the MAEFAIRS system. 

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection

Programming HB 156(2025) Notes
6. Determine Final District Requirement

The OPI will make programming changes to determine an "adjusted BASE requirement area". This was previously known as the GTB area, and 
was funded with GTB & Local Levy at the district level.  This "NEW" district "requirement" will be passed to the county as per HB 156.

One suggested method is outlined in the programming model under tabs Phase_2_BASEReqAreaState, Phase_2_RequirementsByDistrict
A condensed example is provided below:

((Per-ANB + Basic Entitlement) X 35.3%) + (SPED Allowable Cost Payment X 40%) = Unadjusted Requirement
This value is separate for Elem & HS & Data is for the current budget year.

A. B. C. D. E.
Per-ANB+Basic X 35.3% SPED X 40% TOTAL (B. + D.)

Example K-12: EL 1000 353.00                500                       200                       553.00                
HS 500 176.50                240                       96                          272.50                

Total all Budgeted NLR supporting the BASE area + UFBR
Separating K-12 districts is completed just as its is currently performed for current district GTB & BASE levy 
which is determined in the ratio of unadjusted BASE requirement area EL & HS.

F. G. H. I. J. Notes
% to split NLR UFBR NLR & UFBR Final District UFBR = Unreserved Fund Balance Reappropriated 
NLR & FBR Total Adj. Requirement NRL = Non-Levy Revenue  

EL / (EL + HS) $100 X F.% $120 X F.% (G. + H.) (E. - I.) 1. Co Subsidy per Mill
Example K-12: EL 67% 66.99                   80.39                   147.38                405.62                2. FP_6b for Year End FB

HS 33% 33.01                   39.61                   72.62                   199.88                3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection

Programming Notes
This step is out of sequence and should fit in below

Keep in mind that all districts in the county will need to be totaled including that the adjusted requirement 
will need to be split up for joint districts based on the ANB agreed to on the FP_8a
Suggested programming see HB 156 programming model tabs 
Phase_2_Req_Roll_Up_Part_1 & Phase_2_Req_Roll_Up_&_Final

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint



4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection
6. Final  Requirement

7. Collection of FP_10a Data Timeline District County OPI 20-3-209 & 20-9-134, MCA Notes
MAEFAIRS Open Districts Enter Budget Data to the MAEFAIRS system

Districts will submit the final budget to the OPI before Sept 15
Although a County can begin earlier: Once ALL districts (Including Joints) have submitted the county can complete the FP10a

A. When district's submit the final budget the adjusted requirement will/should show in the OPI County system as the requirement. 

Programming
Here's a screenshot of the county system currently Note: most of this data is stored to tblCoFp10aNetRequirements

   NEW COLUMNS COMING

HS GF BASE EL GF BASE

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection
6. Final  Requirement

Notice the submit ID on the right. This number needs to match the submit ID on the budget the district is required to provide to the county.  County effort should be 
made to verify that the number matches in both locations before proceeding with the FP_10a processing

Collection Of the FP_10a Data County Programming
This section is for entering any estimated county level NLR. Note: most of this data is stored to tblCoFp10aAnticipatedRevenues

B.

Collection Of the FP_10a Data County Programming

C. This screen is where the county will carry the Year End Fund Balance from the FP_6b to fund the ensuing year's county fund. (Reserves are not permissible)
Note: most of this data is stored to tblCoFp10aCounty

1. Co Subsidy per Mill
2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection
6. Final  Requirement

Collection Of the FP_10a Data County Programming

D. Notice the new rows and columns Programming still to come

1. Co Subsidy per Mill



2. FP_6b for Year End FB
3. County  FP_8a Joint
4. Assessor TV
5. MAEFAIRS Collection
6. Final  Requirement

N. See step 1 (I.). near the beginning of this presentation. = (Statewide F. / Statewide E.) X Multiplier H. 
O. See step 1(G.). near the beginning of this presentation. = (County F. / County E.)
P. May not be required
Q. See step 1(J.). near the beginning of this presentation. = ((County E. X N from the line above. ) - County F. ) X 0.001

Picture of step 1. for reference

Collection Of the FP_10a Data Programming

E.

OPI Programming Note: Programming
For the new columns R. will need adjustments
For the new columns S. will need adjustments R. = (36,585,134 X 0.001) + 33,990   = 70,574.89          

R for GF BASE = (H +Q)
R = (Co Taxable Value X 0.001) + Co GTB Subsidy per Mill = Adjusted County Taxable Valuation per Mill
S. = 613,709.68 / 70,575    = 8.70                      
S. = for GF BASE = (F. / R.)
S. = Net County Requirement / Adjusted County Taxable Valuation per Mill = Number of Mills Required

Collection Of the FP_10a Data County

F. Summary & Reconciliation

Notice that this tab is a summary of the county revenues available to support the county budget requirement. 

Collection Of the FP_10a Data

G. Submission of FP_10a

OPI Notes

OPI staff: It is my understanding that districts have requested a published summary document.
This should be discussed but it might be a benefit to review the current FP_10a report and either publish it for district review or develop a new summary report 

See the separate tab in this spreadsheet titled FP_10a_Report Click other Tab 

FP9 Processing Timeline County OPI Programming Notes
September Changes Needed are highlighted

After All District Budgets for the county are submitted and once the county has submitted the final FP_10a
The OPI creates an FP9 Mill approval form and emails it to the county



FP9 Processing County Notes
Counties sign and return the signed FP9 form

FP9 Processing OPI Notes
Once the signed FP9 is received at the OPI it is reviewed and the checkbox shown below is checked

This checkbox is what generates the Retirement GTB Entitlement that flows to the OPI Payment system
This same programming might be applied to the new County GF BASE GTB

Payment Timeline District County OPI 20-9-344 Notes
December Receipt Distribute BASE Distribute GTB

May Revenues Aid to Districts
For the Co.

State GTB is to be paid to counties 
Counties are required to distribute District BASE GTB aid from the county fund set for the purpose and might be a combination of state paid GTB, county levied funds, NLR, & UFBR.
A new district General Fund revenue source code will be created for the purpose of receipting the funds. 

END

Programming Note: This report will need to be adjusted









Links from Presentation; 

School Finance Asset Manager 

County 

Joint District Basic Data FP8a 

Joint District Tax Levy Summary FP-8b 

 

https://opi.mt.gov/School_Finance_Upload/School-Finance-Budgets?folderId=118917
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-County#10517511762-county-forms
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/Joint%20District%20Basic%20Data%20FP8a.pdf?ver=2025-03-18-105707-973
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/School%20Finance/County/County%20Forms/Joint%20District%20Tax%20Levy%20Summary%20-%20FP8b.pdf?ver=2025-07-09-113123-940
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